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Whether your school uses print, digital, or a combination of both, ¡Así se 
dice! ©2024 empowers proficiency and builds multicultural understanding 
through engaging realia, hands-on interactive projects, and connections 

with peers from different countries.
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¡Así se dice! ©2024 gives students the 
tools they need to engage in a multicultural 
conversation that bridges oceans and borders. 
Here’s to exploring our world together. 

Passport to More

LET LANGUAGE TAKE THE LEAD
Help students discover the wonders of the Spanish-speaking world using an intuitive lesson structure 
and a clear instructional path that lets language take the lead. Structured guidance throughout means 
that students always know what’s coming next, so they can focus on what really matters: building 
interpretive, interpersonal, and multicultural communication skills.

¡Así se dice!
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Plazas
Todas las ciudades hispanas y también muchos pueblos tienen 
su plaza central. La plaza es una característica de todas las 
ciudades de España y cuando los conquistadores españoles 
decidieron donde iban a fundar una ciudad en las Américas 
el primer edificio que hicieron construir fue la catedral—y 
luego los edificios gubernamentales. La catedral y los edificios 
administrativos del gobierno siempre se construían alrededor  
de una plaza grande que en muchas ciudades se llama «la 
Plaza de Armas». Muchas de las plazas son muy bellas y tienen 
algunos tesoros arquitectónicos que datan de ya hace siglos.

TRUJILLO, PERÚ

Trujillo, Perú, lleva el 

nombre de la ciudad en España 

donde nació el conquistador 

Francisco Pizarro. Aquí 

vemos la plaza que está en el 

corazón de Trujillo y, como 

muchas plazas, se llama «la 

Plaza de Armas». En la plaza 

está la catedral que data del 

siglo diecisiete y unas casonas 

típicas. Una casona es una 

mansión colonial.
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Chapter Project
El menú
In this activity, students will create a menu in Spanish for a restau-
rant that offers a fusion of American cuisine and cuisine from a 
certain Hispanic country or region. They will also  
perform a conversation in which they order from the menu and 
discuss some of the menu items. Lastly, they should address their 
response to this chapter’s Pregunta central: What are the differ-
ent roles food plays in our lives?

1. Have students form groups and make a list in Spanish of foods
they are familiar with and like.

2. Assign each group a Hispanic country or region and have them
research specialties of the region and add several Hispanic
foods to the list they had started.

3. If applicable, have students divide the list into breakfast, lunch,
and dinner. Then they should come up with some  original offer-
ings by creatively combining the familiar foods they listed with
elements from the Hispanic cultural
specialties of their assigned country.

4. Students should add images to their menus, especially for menu
items that are more difficult to explain. They can draw or use
pictures from the Internet.

5. The group should be prepared to have a conversation between
customers and servers at their fusion restaurant. Customers
should ask for clarification on at least two menu items, and the
server should explain what the dish(es) is (are).

6. Have each student in the group write his or her part of the con-
versation and turn it in to you. The group should also turn in at
least one version of the menu. Check to make sure the criteria
is met and recommend any revisions. Each student should cor-
rect his or her work and submit a final draft before presenting
the conversation to the class.

7. After each group presents, have them briefly share their
response to the Pregunta central: What are the different roles
food plays in our lives?

Scoring Rubric for Project

5 3 1

Evidence of planning
Corrected draft of script is provided. Draft of script is provided but is not 

corrected.
No draft of script is provided.

Menu Menu contains several cultural items 
and visual elements.

Menu contains few cultural items and 
visual elements.

Menu does not contain any cultural 
items or visual elements.

Presentation
Conversation contains all of the 
required elements and students  
convey meaning clearly.

Conversation contains some of the 
required elements and meaning is 
usually conveyed.

Conversation contains few of the 
required elements and meaning is  
not conveyed.
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Diversity and Richness Engage, Connect, and Immerse

Experience the diversity, richness, 
and beauty of the Spanish-speaking world.

Empower students to develop interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational communication skills.

Communicate with students from 
around the Spanish-speaking world 
and collaborate on projects and 
more using ePals.

mheducation.com/prek-12
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Gastronomía
¿Qué significa la gastronomía? Aquí tenemos una definición sencilla  
pero que dice mucho: el arte de preparar una buena comida. Vamos  
a explorar el rol que los mercados juegan en la gastronomía.

1
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  Sabor del mundo hispano 
Cultural Reader with 
additional supporting 
online activities

  Abundant literature, 
readings, and projects

   Embark on a virtual journey through the Spanish-speaking 
world with eScape, our online cultural platform. Geography, 
culture, and more come alive through articles, slide shows, 
images, and enrichment activities.

Build proficiency and confidence 
through proper pronunciation, spelling, 
and translation with our vocabulary app.

CHECK OUT OUR MOBILE APP!

   Digital 
resources include:

 • Audio
 • Videos
 •  Differentiated 

games and activities
 • Practice worksheets

Estrategia

chusma crew
arrancarme to uproot me
iza hoists
desvelo sleeplessness

Doquier Wherever
halagará will delight

cruje creaks
turgente swollen
estremecido shaken

Cultura  
La puesta del sol y una silueta del 
Castillo del Morro en La Habana, 
Cuba. ¿Puedes imaginar la 
tristeza de la pobre Gertrudis de 
Avellaneda al salir de su  
querida Cuba?

Literatura

Leyendo en voz alta Lee el 
poema en voz alta a un(a) 
compañero(a). El oírlo te ayudará a 
identificarte mejor con los 
sentimientos y el estado de ánimo 
de la persona que habla.

INTRODUCCIÓN

Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda nació en Camagüey, Cuba, en 1814. 
Desde niña le encantaba leer y escribir, sobre todo, poesía. Su padre 
siempre quería llevar a su familia a España, su país natal. Murió 
bastante joven y su madre se casó de nuevo con un coronel español 
que tampoco quería quedarse en las colonias. El día 9 de abril de 
1836 la joven Gertrudis se embarcó con su madre y su padrastro en 
una fragata francesa con destino a Burdeos. Dice Gertrudis, «Mas al 
dejar para siempre aquellos lugares  de mi infancia, a los objetos de 
mis primeros afectos, al sepulcro sagrado de mi padre, sentí 
anublarse mis bellas esperanzas y llenarse de amargura mi 
corazón». Aquel día Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda compuso el 
soneto que sigue.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Al partir
 ¡Perla del mar! ¡Estrella de Occidente!
 ¡Hermosa Cuba! Tu brillante cielo
 la noche cubre con su opaco velo°
 como cubre el dolor mi triste frente.

 5 ¡Voy a partir!... La chusma° diligente,
 para arrancarme° del nativo suelo
 las velas iza°, y pronta a su desvelo° 
 la brisa acude de tu zona ardiente.
 ¡Adiós, patria feliz, edén querido!

10 ¡Doquier° que el hado en su furor me impela,
 tu dulce nombre halagará° mi oído!
 ¡Adiós!... ¡Ya cruje° la turgente° vela…
 el ancla se alza… el buque, estremecido°,
 las olas corta y silencioso vuela!

velo veil

246 doscientos cuarenta y seis CAPÍTULO 7
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   Develop communicative proficiency with built-in program 
activities such as comic strips, picture sequencing, and 
interactive whiteboard activities.

   The interactive Student eBook allows students 
to work and respond directly in the program.
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Equip Students for Proficiency

Mastery of program content ensures that your 
students are ready to progress with confidence.

Personalize teaching and learning with easy-to-use tools that 
help you plan for the day, personalize instruction, and prepare 
for classroom success.

FLEXIBLE LESSONS AND DIGITAL TOOLS
Teach your way with customizable options!

•  Showcase the Spanish-speaking world from inside your 
classroom with interactive media, audio, video, games, 
and lessons.

•  Opt for ready-to-go lesson plans or customize 
to make them your own!

• Meet learners at all levels with differentiated options.

•  Provide blended instruction with the interactive Teacher 
Edition, video activities, and customizable worksheets.

•  Reinforce learning through videos, whiteboard 
lessons, project-based learning, and practice activities.

•  Add your favorite resources for instant online access 
anytime to any lesson!

PLANNING AND PACING
•  Manage your time and plan ahead with 

resources and lesson materials labeled 
Required, Recommended, and Optional.

•  Stay on track with pacing guides and 
suggestions for streamlining lessons.

Go Online!

Audio
Listen to spoken Spanish.

Video
Watch and learn about the  
Spanish-speaking world.

Práctica
Practice your skills.

Repaso
Review what you’ve learned.

Diversiones
Go beyond the classroom.

eScape
Read about current events in the 
Spanish-speaking world.

Preview
In this chapter, students will 
identify more foods as well as 
the items for a place setting. 
They will also learn many types 
of eating venues in the Spanish-
speaking world as they consider 
dining customs that are both 
similar to and different from 
their own. To help accomplish 
this, students will also learn the 
stem-changing verbs (e → i;  

o → u), adjectives of nationality  
ending in a consonant, and  
the passive voice with se.

Pacing 
It is important to note that 
once you reach  in the 
chapter, there is no more new 
material for the students to learn. 
The rest of the chapter recycles 
what has already been covered. 
The suggested pacing listed here 
leaves two to three days for 
review, assessment, and enrich-
ment activities such as the  
chapter project.

Vocabulario 1–2 days

Gramática 2–3 days

Conversación 1 day

Lectura cultural 1 day

Lectura Un poco más 1 day

CAPÍTULO 4
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Teacher Support and Tools

   Ensure proper grammar and spelling with easy access 
to authentic Spanish letters and punctuation marks.

VARIED MODES 
OF PRACTICE

Question Types:

• Grammar
•  Reading 

comprehension
• Writing/Speaking
• Reading
• Writing

Answer Types:

• Drag and drop
• Matching
• Essay
• Multiple choice
• True/False
• Yes/No
• Fill-in-the-blank
• Complete a sentence
• Audio response

MASTERY AND RETENTION
•  Content from the last two chapters 

of each level are repeated at the 
beginning of the next level for review.

•  Vocabulary and grammar lessons are 
manageable and attainable so that students 
are not overwhelmed with new content. 

•  Pre-AP preparation and Pre-AP activities 
prime students to excel at the AP level.

•  El espanol para nosotros and Viva 
el undo hispano provide additional 
support for heritage speakers.

7
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Wide-Ranging Lesson Types 
for Far-Reaching Spanish Skills

In ¡Así se dice!, students build grammatical, linguistic, and 
cultural competence with assorted lesson types that vary from 
level to level in each program. 

   Vocabulario (Vocabulary) 
Practice new chapter vocabulary 
using images and activities.

   Repaso (Review) 
In preparation for chapter tests, 
practice and review vocabulary and 
grammar by completing activities and 
listening to accents and dialects from 
around the Spanish-speaking world.

   Lectura (Reading) 
Use learned language to read passages that 
reinforce chapter themes and expand students’ 
understanding of the Spanish-speaking world.

`
Vocabulario 1: Presentación

¿Cómo  es?  

guapa,  bonita

baja

alto

fea

antipático

cómica,  graciosa seria

pelirroja morena moreno rubia

simpático

22 veintidós CAPÍTULO 1
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   Conversación (Speaking) 
Listen, engage, and contribute 
to meaningful conversations 
with classmates.

   Digital Lessons 
Easily view the variety of lessons 
available in each chapter.

The ReadAnywhere app 
provides offline access to 
the Student eBook on any 
mobile device.

Conversación

UN ALUMNO NUEVOUN ALUMNO NUEVO
¡OYE, SANDRA!

¿QUIÉN ES
EL MUCHACHO

ALLÍ?

¿EL MUCHACHO
ALTO O BAJO?

EL MUCHACHO BAJO.  ES
BASTANTE GUAPO, ¿NO?

SÍ, ES JOSÉ
CÁRDENAS. 

ES UN ALUMNO NUEVO,
PERO ÉL Y YO SOMOS AMIGOS.

CON EL NOMBRE
CÁRDENAS, ES
LATINO, ¿NO?

SÍ, ES DE
COLOMBIA.

¿DE COLOMBIA?

HOLA,
JOSÉ.

HOLA,
SANDRA.

JOSÉ, ES
ANITA.

MUCHO
GUSTO,
ANITA.

¿ERES DE COLOMBIA,
JOSÉ?  YO TAMBIÉN.

SÍ, SOY DE
CARTAGENA.

¡QUÉ
COINCIDENCIA!

USTEDES DOS SON
COLOMBIANOS.

40 cuarenta CAPÍTULO 1
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Personalize Learning for Every Student
SmartBook delivers personalized, adaptive learning tailored to each student’s individual needs by 
pinpointing knowledge gaps and focusing instruction on concepts that require additional study. 
Teachers can assign a specific chapter, topic, or concept and access advanced reporting features 
that track individual and class progress with actionable insights to inform in-class instruction.

We’re Your Partner 
Every Step of the Way
Easily integrate with Schoology, Canvas, Clever, Google Classroom, and 
more. Device-agnostic technology allows students to learn any way they want.

Effectively maximize study time.
SmartBook is an adaptive eBook that utilizes LearnSmart 
technology to guide students through reading—making 
every minute a student studies as productive as possible.

Engage students with a 
personalized reading experience. 
Every student experiences SmartBook differently. 
The interactive challenge format highlights content 
and helps each student identify what content they 
know, don’t know, and are most likely to forget.

Easy-to-use—so students 
retain what they have learned. 
LearnSmart detects when a student is most likely 
to forget content and provides them with a review to 
improve knowledge retention. 

Efficient reporting tools pinpoint learning gaps.
Students study more efficiently because they are aware 
of what content they know and don’t know. Instructor 
reports identify at-risk students and which concepts the 
class as a whole is struggling to master.
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